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The following interesting sanmary is from 
the London Baptist Magazine for Augast 
1927 aad is worthy an attentive perusal, 
Origin, Principles, and Present Condition 

of Protestant Dissenters. 

it may be said, without fear of its be- 
ng ancceasfally contradicted, that * the 
antiqnity” of Protestant Dissenters 2 is 
of ancient days.’ It is an undeniable fact, 
supported by the most abundant evidence 
that the sentineas held by the primitive 
believers, ind all Christians for the first 
hree centuries, with regard to the consti- 
iytion of the churches, were similar to 
those which have always been maintained 
by them. 

“4 few extracts from Lord King’s 

‘Constitution of the Primitive Church 
e,”’ will be safficient to prove this asser- 

ion. Cyprian says of the office of ** bish- 

p,? or pastor, &c. “fin acharch might 
be many presbyters, but only one su- 
preme.”? fefore the time of Constan- 
tine, we find from Ignatius, “Cyprian, and 
other bishops, that not the word ** dio 
cese,” but parish (houses near to each 
ther) is used of the bishop's charge ; 
as, the bishop of the * parish of Alexan- 
dria,” of the ‘* parish of Epbesus,”” Xc. 
A bishop had then but one altar, one com- 
mnnion table; and offenders appeared 

efore the whole church. The African 
synod (A. E. 258,) held, that the sacer- 
jotal ordinations ought not to be made 
but with the knowledge of the people 
who were present, that the people being 
present, either the enemies of the wick 
edmav be defeated, or the merits of the 
rood declared, and the ordination be jast 
and !awfal which shall have been examin- 
elby the suffrage and judgment of all. 

\, D. 252, Cornelius, bishop of Rome, 
read letters from foreign charches ‘‘ to 
is most holy and numerous people.”’ 
usebius calls the meeting house, * the 
house of the church ;” i. e. the church 
house. A penitent bewailing his fault 
before the church at Rome, ‘* the church 
was touched with compassion towards 
him.’ When Andrens, bishop of Rome, 
died, ‘all the brethren met together in 
the church, to choose a successor.” En- 
sebius further says, ** during the first 
three centuries there were no dioceses 
larger than a parish, except A. D. 260, 
at Alexandria, when numbers who lived 
at a distance erected honses near their 
own houses, as daughter churches, with a 
minister appointed by the bishop of Alex- 
andria, at which last place they occasion- 
ally attended.”” He speaks also of a bish- 
op being chosen, whom the neighbouring 
bishops ordained. 

From the authority of Origen, we 
learn that ** deacons” distributed to the 
poor the church’s money, and assisted at 
the Lord’s table. 

Cyprian says that the African Synod 
thus speaks of the ‘ independency” of 
each distinct church or congregation -— 
“Itis decreed by us all, and it is equal 
and just, that every one’s cause shall be 
heard where the crime was committed : 
and that a particular portion of Ckrist’s 
lock shall be assigned to each pastor, 
which he is to govern, being to give an 
account of his conduct to the Lord.” 

In the public worship, the Rector, clerk, 
or reader, read the scriptures, without 
the people reading with him. They had 
00 musical instruments. After reading, 
‘inging, preaching, and praying, they ad- 
ministered the Lord's supper. ‘ This 
ood,’ says Justin Martyr, ** we call the 
Eucharist, and no one may partake of it 
but he who believeth those things to be 
rue which we teach, and who ‘hee re- 
ceived the remission of sins and the bap- 
tism of regeneration, aud liveth as Christ 
commandeth.”’ And in regard to ‘* Bap- 
tum,’’ Barnabas, in his Catholic Epistle, 
‘ays, Says, ** We go down into the water 
tall of sin and filth; and we ascend, 
bringing forth fruit in the heart.” 

, Other testimonies might be produced, 
it these are sufficient to prove that the 
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Dissenters adopt for their mugo, .Vo La- 
position, They dare not submiyto any 
thing a binding upon their conssiences, 
which 18 not plainly stated, or fairly to be 
deinced from the New Testament ; and 
for these opinions their forefathers suffer- 
ed persecution in every dreadful fora, 
from each national endowed sect, wheth- 
er popish, episcopalian, or presbyterian ; 
until the glorious Revolation in 1688, 
wlven the liberties of Protestant Dissent- 
ers were secured by law. And for the 
unrestricted exercise of their religious 
liberty, they are chiefly indebted io the 
protection afforded them by the princes 
of the royal house of Brunswick. Each 
of the four monarchs of that illustrious 
line has declared, on his accession to the 
throne, ‘‘] will preserve the Toleration 
Act inviolable :”? nor has either of these 
patriotic kings acted iaconsistently with 
that solemn pledge. 

There were several attempts made a 
few years since to deprive Protestant Dis- 
senters of their privileges, by some coun- 
try magistrates putting new constructions 
on the act of taleration. fn. 1811, a bill 
wus brought into the House of Lords by 
Lord Sidmouth, the provisieas of which 


Christian churches, before the time of 
Constantine and when the spirit of the 
world was not suffered to prevail among 
professing Christians, were fouaded and 
governed in theic discipline and worship 
apon the same principles as the English 
Dissenting Baptist Churches. 

At that early period very large charch- 
es existed in Britain, which suffered most 
distressing persecations from the Roman 
emperors. Sach simple-hearted Chris- 
tians as we have described in foreiga parts 
were the churches in this country, until 
the close of the sixth century, when they 
fell victims to the sectarian zeal, and an- 
tichrisiiag Policyand cruelty of Aastin, 
he Booted apoatle, Wt sur aegr Ches- 
ter. oy: ‘ * 4 

The long dark night of popery which 
was thas introduced into 5Sritain, contin- 
ed till the [Reformation, which was com- 
menced by Wickliffe in the 14th, and was 
finished in the 16th century. 

Besides the Reformers in church and 
state at this latter period, of whom Lord 
Thomas Cromwell and Archbishop Cran- 
mer were the chief persons,* there were 
those who were reformers as regarded 
the corrupt principles of popery io re- 
gard to religion simply, irrespective of 
the religion of the church as by law es- 
tablished. These were that tilustrious 
band of men, consisting of Tyndal. Frith, 
Barnes, Garrett, Hierome, and others. 
The first of these worthtes having trans- 
lated the Scriptures into English, the rest 
assisted in the distribution of his New- 
Testament, and made it the only standard 
of their principles, and the only rule of 
their conduct. By these, and their nu-| effeggually prevenfed their increase. 
merous disciples, the principles of free| The vast number of petitions presented 
inguiry were widely propagated ; they jt the Peers against this detested and per- 
taught that Christ was the only supreme | secuting measure proved successful. His 
head of the church on earth, and that his | Majesty’s prime minister, Lord Liverpool, 
will was to be learned from the Scriptures | refused to sanction it, and even the arch- 
alone. | bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Sutton, op- 

That any writer should have designa-| posed the bill, and spoke in the wost re- 
ted these martyrs the ‘* Fathers of the/ spectful manner of the Dissenters. 
English church,” is a gross misnomer:! Soon afler the total failure of this meas- 
they were in no other sense her fathers / ure, the Judges, to whom the Dissenters 
but as she is Protestant ; certainly oot as | had appealed, gave their decision io favour 
she is episcopal. They were Dissenters|of the construction of the magistrates. 
from the popish established church, and This high legal decision made it necessa- 
the churches they formed before the pro- | ry that they should appeal to the Legisla- 
testant establishment were necessarially |ture, for some enactment which should 
congregational, or at mest presbyterian. | explain and amend the act of toleration, 
[hat there was a congregation at Oxford | which had been found sufficient for their 
in 1526, aod one in Bowlane, Cheapsi'e, | protection for more than a century. His 
in the reigns of Edward VI. and Queen Majesty’s ministers undertook to prepare 
Mary, and Queea Elizabeth, may be seen | 4 bill for those purposes, which having 
in Fox’s Martyrology. T4ese Christians | passed into a law, the Dissenters were 
who were known by the name of * the | perfectly satisfied. This new toleration 
congregations,’ could not at any period 
of what is called the Reformation in the 
Church of England, have united them- 
selves without a violation of the princi- 
ples by which they were distinguished. 

It is to those Christians, then, who be- 
fore the Reformation suffered such vio- 
lent pe:secutions, because of their hav- 
ing dissented from the popish charch-es- 
tablishment in England, that the genuine 
Protestant Dissenters trace their origin : 
from these anti-popish Christians they 
are the lineal descendants. ‘They were 
called by way of reproach, before the 
time of Tyndal, Lollards ; and after his 
time, Gospellers, and Anabaptists! They 


any where, but in the congregations to 
which they respectively belonged, and to 
require young ministers, before they 
were brought uader the protection of law, 
that they should obtain a license froma 
justice of the peace, atthe quarter ses- 
sions for the county. These regulations, 
whether so intended or no‘, would have 


some magistrates, and the malice of oth- 
,ers, and also rvpealed those perseculing 
statutes, the Corporation and Five-mile 
acts, and altered the Conventicle act 1n 
‘their favour. An unjast penal statue, 
the Test Act, still remains, which de- 
prives them of their equal rights in the 
state, and is also a most awful profanation 
of the divine ordinance of the Lord’s 
supper. .It is not probable that this act, 
however unjust, will be repealed whilst 
there is an established sect, the priaciple 
of which must be necessarily exclusive, 
the members securing ell the good things 
to themselves; At present there is no 
were the neuclus around which gradually | apparent hostility against Dissenters, ei- 
gathered all persons who were dissatistie er from the governinent or the bench of 
either with the constitution, or discipline, | bishops. They most scrupulously “ re- 
or doctrines of the established church, | frain from these men, and let them alone;” 
and to which they adhered. !t follows, ! ynq excepting occasionally a volley of 
therefore that Protestant Dissenters are} apyse from some high churchmen, when 
unjustly called Separatists! How could} gp his road to Canterbury, they seem to 
they separate from a church of which! have come,to an agreemeat to “ say no- 
they were never members? It is impro-! thing at all about them.” 
per, then, to reproach them, as though) ‘The principleson which the necessity 
they were exclusively sectarians. The | of dissenting from the establishment is 
charch of England is herself sectarian, as | foynded, are, I am of opinion, more im- 
well as they, she having separated from perfectly understood, than at any former 
the church of Rome. period of the dissenting history : certain- 
[t was not till the commencement of |jy the high tone of rigid separation is 
the 17th century, that the class of Eng- | sreatly lowered. It is now 00 uncom- 
lish Christians which have been described | mon thing for educated dissenting youths 
formed themselves into the distinct and | to be allared into the precincts of an uni- 
separate denominations of Independeats versity, and from thence into the pulpit 
and Bapiists. Great numbers of church-| of the church of England. In some of 
es of both these denominations existed at} those instances, it is feared, they have re- 
the time when Presbyterianisn was the | ceived encouragement and support from 
established religion. — _ [their parents. In one case, where the 
At the Restoration in 1660, many min-| son of a dissenting minister has become a 
isters and others united themselves to the dignitary of the national hierarchy, a dis- 
dissenters, who*had been compelled to senting periodical has spoken of the cir- 
leave the national and parish charches. | cumstance, if not with approbation, yet 
The Act of Uniformity in 1662, drove certainly mot with reprobation. Many 
upwards of 2000 more ministers to unite | reasons could be adduced, were it neces- 
with them: these were most excellent/ sary, to account for this latitudinarian 
and conscientious men, but they were not,| state of feeling. But, however some dis- 
properly speaking, Dissenters ; they had} onters may have changed their senti- 
no objection toa national establishment, | ments, the principles on which dissent is 
nor to a prescribed liturgy, nor to the | ¢oyqded remain unaltered and unalterable; 
tithes as the means of their support. _ | being all resolvable in this one divine di- 
Nor are the great body of Methodists, | rection—¢ Call no man master on earth : 
whether Calvinistic or Arminian, Dissent- one is your n:aster, even Christ.” 
ers. Most of them, indeed, especially} The spirit which prevails among Pro- 
the latter, affect tobe members of the es- | ‘estant Dissenters is less acrimonious than 


were to prevent ministers from preaching | 


most grievously harrassed them, and most | 


act protected them from the caprice of 


versies are conducted (with some few ex- | 
ceptions) with more conrteousness and 
respect: the time may perhaps arrive, 
if it has not alread? arrived, when it will 
|%e said, 

* And e’en the dipt and sprinkled live in 

peace.” 
| Happy will it be for the canse of dissent 
‘when this disposition shall universally 
prevail. Surely orthodox evangelical 
dissenters should cautiously avoid every 
thing which would divide their energies 
or check their zeal in promoting their 
common Christianity ; and if a difference 
jof sentiment on some practical points, as 
jin relerence to foreign missions, make it 
| necessary they should fight against the 
eneiny io different detachments, they may 
yet, as being under the same Command- 
er, make one united effort in spreading 
the victories, and celebrating the triumphs 
of the Prince of Peace. 

When the seccession from the Estab- 
lishment, in 1662, took place, it was con- 
fidently predicted that the dissenting in- 
terest would not survive the lives of those 
ministers. More than 160 years have 
passed since, and the Dissenters are 
much more numerous than ever. And 
judging from the large annual sums con- 
tributed in support of their ministers and 
| their nu:nerous institutions (in addition to 
‘their paying, in common with others, to 
support the established church,) it is fair 
ito conclude, notwithstanding there are 
‘bat few very rich persons among them, 
lyet ‘hat their aggregate wealth is not di- 
‘minished. Considering, too, the large 
number of zealous and evangelical minis- 
(ters constantly employed in propagating 
and diffusing the liberal centiments of dis- 
sent, and the numerous accessions which 
lhave heen, and donbtless will be made, 
from the tens of thousands of their Suan- 
day school scholars, { feel a confident 
persuasion that the cause of dissent is 
built upon an immoveable rock. Know- 
ing, too, how beneficial the influence of 
these liberal sentiments has been upon 
‘our national industry and commerce, so 
that even Hume has been compelled to 
acknowledge that they were the germ 
from whence the English tree of liberty 
has grown ; and believing they have sub- 
served the cause of godliness and serious 
piety most essentially in the nation, | 
adopt, with most impassioned ardour, the 
devout wish of Father Paul for his couo- 
try, and say of the dissenting interest in 
Britain, Esto perpepetua. Iora. 

—a See 
BAPTISMS. 


On last Lord’s day, the Rev. Henry O. 
Wyer, Pastor of the Baptist Chuach ia 
Charleston, S. C. now on a visit to his 
‘friends in this vicinity, baptized nine per- 
‘sons at Roxbury, candidates for admission 
to the Baptist Church at the last named 
place. A_ pleasing attention to religion 
‘still continues there. 
| On the same day, Rev. William Bent- 
iley baptized six persons in West Cam- 
' bridge, candidates for the Baptist Church 


‘there, with which Mr. Bentley is now 


labouring. 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, Pastor of the 


Hanover Pedobaptist Church in this city, 
immersed seven persons on the last 
Lord’s-day, at Brighton, five miles from 
Boston, where a new Pedobaptist Church 
is just organized and a new Meeting house 
built. We have beard it reported, that 
one or more of these persons had been 
previously sprinkled ; but we are not ac- 
quainted with the fact from any positive 
evidence. I[t is said the Doctor was to 
immerse three more at the same place on 
Wednesday, but we have not learnt 
whether he did so or not.—Ch. Watch. 
On the above we remark, that 4 
We rejoice with the Apostle, that Christ is 
preached in truth and verity, whatever may 
be the motive of the preacher; or though his 
views of the Gospel system be not the most 
enlightened, ‘ God will bless his own truth.’’ 
It has long been our settled opinion, that 
Christ is effectually preached by the due ad- 
ministration of the ordinances of bis house; 
and that the prominent design of baptism was 
torepresent a death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion. Hence we see Christ submitting to this 
ordinance at the lands of his harbinger, John 
the Baptist. Christ did not, like others, come 
to the baptism of repentance ; for ‘* be knew 
po sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.” 
But as the grand object of his mission isto the 
world, was to bring “life and immortality to 
light,” so, before he entered on his public 
ministry, Fle submitted to that ordinance 
which he had sent John to administer ; which 
exhibited ia the strangest possible light, his 
own death, burial, and resurrection, as the 
foundation doctrine on which the faith of his 
Church was to rest. And as a test of faith in 
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tablished church. Genuine Protestant! 4+ some former periods. 


Theis contro- 


him as the risen Saviour, and as as an expres- 


life to God, and adoption into his family, every 
believer is commanded as the first public act 
of obedience, to be immersed in the like- 
ness of the Savivur’s death, “and like as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so they also should, (by his 
grace,) walk in newness of life.” And the 
Lord’s Supper is designed to keep in perpetu- 
al remembrance the same great truths which 
are emblematically declared by immersion, 
viz. That it is by His death we live. By the 
shedding of His blood, atonement for our sing 
is made. And when we partake of the conse- 
crated bread, we declare, that we live by 
Him, and in Him, deriving all our moral pow- 
er (o serve Him, from Him who is our life, our 
strength, our all. Thus these two simple and 
important ordinances, harmonize io preclaim- 
ing the great and essential doctrines of the 
Gospel. 

The ordinances of the Gospel are emblems 
of spiritual things ; and as spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned; so, none come aright to 
these spiritual ordinances, but such as have 
a spiritual understanding. To all others they 
are unmeaning ceremonies. 

On readivug the above account of the im- 
mersion of these professed believers by the 
Rev. Dr. Beecher, the following queries arose: 
What kind of articles of faith, on the subject 
of baptism, must this newly constituted church 
adopt. Surely those who have been led in 
imitation of, and in obedience to our Great 

Examplar, to be buried with him by baptism 
cannot pow subscribe to the doctrine, tbat 
unconscious, unbelieving infants, are subject 
of this precious ordinance. Or that sprink- 
ling will answer as a substitute for that bap- 
tisin, which they believe the Divine Head of 
the Church has instituted. They have known 
too much of the rightful authority of their 
Lord ia respect to this matter, and have felt 
too powerfully the witness of his spirit with 
theirs, in answering a good conscience, to as- 
sent to sucha sacrifice of ¢ruth. Beside, by 
this very act of immersion on a_ profession of 
faith, they have declared that infant, or aduit 
sprinkling, bas no foundation in the word of 
Ged. This the candidates have certainly 
done, to say nothing of the dilemma in which 
the administrator has placed himself. Willa 
Pedobaptist Church then receive into its ba- 
som, members who solemnly declare that they 
have no fellowship with that, which they as a 
church, claim to be ap ordinance of Divine ap- 
pointment—* how can two walk together, ex, 
cept they be agreed.” If they have indeed 
‘one Lord, andone Faith,” they manifestly 
have more than “one Baptism;” and disa- 
greeing in this point, and in all the points con- 
uected with this subject, we know not how it 
is possible for such to walk together in church 
capacity, without involving a sacrifice of what 
buth parties claim to be truth. But we leave 
this, andthe whole subject, in the hands 
of Him who will ultimately redeem His 
Church, both in her spirit and action, 
from every vestige of error; and purify it to 
himself, a peculiar people zealous of good 


works. 
—_—__— 
For the Christian Secretary. 
CONSOLATION IN DEATH. 

I am not without the hope, that should you 
deem this aarrative worthy of publication, it 
may, uoder the influence of the Divine Spirit, 
be the means of refreshing and encouraging 
the poor trembling believer, to rely with more 
confidence on the promises of a faithful aad 
covenant keeping God—while those who have 
a conviction that allis not well with them, and 
that they are liable every moment to be sum- 
moned into the eternal world, may be excited 
from the manifestations of Divine Goodness 
exhibited in this instance, to throw down the 
weapons of their rebellion, and enjoy the same 
hopes and consolations. 

Continued from page 134. 

At 5 o’clock in the morning, his com- 
panion had been giving him some refresh- 
ment, and observed, my dear, how kind 
you are to take every thing so well: 
“OQ yes,” said he, “ because you give 
me such good things; my Saviour had 
nothing but gall and vinegar to drink.” — 
‘*O, what a kind and glorious saviour,”— 
‘“such condescension!” He was told 
that a friend would call and see him in the 
afternoon. He asked what o’clock it then 
was ; and was informed it was balt past 5 
o'clock. ‘* Well,”’ said he, ‘* 1 may then 
live until afternoon, and have an oppor- 
tunity to converse with him aboat his 
soul’s salvation. Ob, how little have I 
done for the cause of Jesus. I may not 
live through the day, but 1 am not anx- 
ious. My times are in the hands of the 
Lord.”? On being told that his hearing, 
Seby ye for several days had been imper- 
ect,) was much better, he replied, ‘*‘ yes, 
it isa blessing. ‘Che Lord is good—good 
altogether. He has heen so to me in my 
down-sitting, and my uprising.” To bis 
weeping companion he said, “why do 
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you weep? We shall soon meet, never 
to part more.—Perhaps, my love, you 
are grieving on account of the dear chil- 
dren, who will be left without a father ; 


but the Lord will take care of them.’’— 


Such complacency, such meekness, such 
patience, sach astonishing fortitude and 


heavenly confidence, | have never before 


witnessed—it is indeed the spirit of Christ 
exemplified in a departing disciple. He 
was asked by his weeping wife how he 
felt; he repiied, ‘J have not a doubt on 
my mind.” About 9 o’clock the next 
morning a pious female friend came in 5 
she had been frequently with him during 
his sickness; he called her to his bed 


side; she asked him the present state of 
his mind—he said ‘1 am on the eve 06 


my departure” I am just bursting on 
the glories of eternity!” He thanked 
her affectionately for all her kindness to 
him, in calling on him so frequently, and 
added, “the Lord will reward you’’-- 
‘we shall meet in glory.” He then de- 
sired me to read the Hymn 


which commences with the words, * I’m | animation spread over his countenance, | 10 enormities that have been transmitted 
He lund wheol reached the close, be satd, | tO us; for that he dined well, and dressed 


lasked him | 
‘i he telt, he said, “* happy aod joyful, | 


not ashamed to own my Lord,” Kc. 
enjoyed the reading of it greatly, and 
said, ** That hymo exactly suits the stale 
of my mind, and [ am enabled to approprt 
ate every word of it.” ‘This he said with 
great animation. The next morning he 
continued to enjoy the same happy frame. 
He said, ** Although I have not those 
rapturous views which some have enjoy- 
ed, yet I shall soon burst these bands ot 
clay, and then I shall gaze on the glories 
of eternity.—I_ am willing to waita little 
longer.” A friend called to see him: he 
asked him to sit down at his bed side, and 
said “* My dear friend, you are now in 
the full enjoyment of what the world can 
give, and what is it botadream ! O, seek 
for durable riches and honors. Search 
the Scriptares, there the richest treas- 
ures are to be found: I know it from ex- 
perience. O attend to the concerns of 
your immortal soul. Seek first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you.” 
In the afternoon he called me to his bed- 
side, and wished me to sit down, and con- 
verse with him on spiritual things.— 
I spoke to him of the blessedness of the 
promises, and repeated many passages of 


dear brother, how highly favoured are 
you, that you have such rich consolation, 
and that you are permitted to leave such 
atestimony behind; when many of the 
most eminent servants of the Lord, who 
have spent a /ong life in his service, are 
not thus highly favoured. ‘ O yes, (he 
replied,) it is a great blessing, but I have 
many conflicts with my sinful heart: just 


inmy heart. 1 bave many struggles, but 
I look to Jesus, and through him shal! &- 
nally overcome them all.” Sometime at 
ter this he spoke of the argument which 
David employed, while pleading for the 
pardon of his sins, ** Pardon mine inqui- 
ty, O Lord, for it is great.” His mind 
seemed to dwell much upon this. Lhe 
next day | enjoyed a very pleasant inter- 
view wih him. At his request, [ rea! 
several chapters and hymns to him, and 
among others, the Iist Hymn, 2d Book 
of Watts, ** O the delights, the heavenly 
joys, the glortes ot the place,” &e. 


in Watts, While reading it, a glow of the liveliest sumptuously every day. He committed 


i that is a delightful bymn.” 


wailing the moment of my departure.’’ | 
His frame is rapidly sinking ; his cough | 
ig very distressing to by-standers ; it) 
seems us if every paroxysm would break | 
up his almost exhausted irame, but he 
constantly says he leeis no pan whatever, 
and expresses his astonishment at the 
goodness of God m permitting him to sink 
so quietly intu the arms of death. The 
nextday, on his being asked if he felt 
peace, **O yes, (said he) | know in 
whom [| have believed.” For three or 
four days after this he was reduced so 
low that we were every moment expect- 
ing his departure ; he was scarcely able 
to articulate ; what little he did say, were 
words of cowtort aod peace. A little be- 
fore his tinal departure, as I was sitting at 
his side, he called his afflicted companion 
~-he took her hand, and lifted up his eyes 
to heaven and said, **O Lord, have mer- 
cy upon us, and appear for us in this 
house of trial, aad be thou the widuw’s 
God. And now, O Lord, look down upon 
ne in this my last and final bour! O be 
thou with me as 1 walk through the Val- 


scripture that appeared applicable to his 
situation. His soul seemed to be full of 
consolation, and a few minutes alter he re-| 
peated those lines of Watts, 
« Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 


While on his breast I lean my head, , 
And breathe my life out sweetly there. 


Aftera short pause he said, “ Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly.” I said to 
him, my dear brother, you are willing 
still to waii the Lord’s time, are you not? 
with asmile he replied, ‘ O yes! all the 
days of my appointed time will I wait uo- 
til my change comes.”” At the close of 
an afiectionate interview with a Christian 
Minister, who visited him in the after. 
noon, and whose conversation had greatly 
refreshed him, he said to him, ‘1 hope 
it will be along time before you come 
along,” and ** Be thou faithful unto death !” | 
In the evening he requested me to sit! 
down by him, and he commenced singing, 
‘From whence doth this union arise,” 
Sc. He was told he was too weak to 
make such an exertion. He then re- 
quested a female friend present to sing 
that hymn, and several others. The next 
morning he spoke of faith, as the aliment 
or food of his soul—said he had not any 
remarkable manifestations, but was ena- 
bled to possess an unshaken faith in the 
Divine promise, that the Lord would sup- 
port him. ‘To bis afflicted companion he 
eaid, ‘* My dear love, you live tuo much 
upon your walk by faith.” ‘ Though | 
have noraptures, J have nota doubt but that 
Jesus is my Saviour; and I trust every 
thing to bis disposal. The next morning 
he said it appeared to him that he had more 
comforts than any other mortal. He 
seems thankful for every thing. Soon af- 
ter, afriend with whom he had been in- 
timate called to see him: after some gen- 
eral introductory conversation, he took 
his hand and said, ‘* you have a good ma- 
ny connexions in heaven, I trust. I 
shall see them soon, and become acquaint- 
ed with them.”” He was silent for a few 
moments—he then said, ‘‘My dear 
friend, you have thought much on reli- 
gious subjects, you have read many theo- 
logical works, you have read the Bible 
frequently, read it more, read it on your 
knees, and pray the Lord to give you un- 
derstanding. Don’t be discouraged ; 
though the vision tarry, wait for it; it 
will surely come. He will hear you if 
you persevere, for he never disappointed 
any who sincerely and perseveringly 
waited for his salvation. O what an un- 
profitable life has mine been! Oh! why 
was I made to hear thy voice, and enter 
while there is room, while thousands 
make a wretched choice, and rather 
starve than come.” Ile continued speak- 
ing until he was nearly exhausted :—at 
length he was told, it might not be prudent 
for him not to exert himself any more at 
this time. He said, * Very well, my 
mind is‘ unburthened.” As the friend 
still lingered at his bed-side, he added, 
«* My dear friend, | hope we may meet 
in Heaven, but not for many years to 
come—you are young yet, and [hope you 


ley of the Shadow of Death; let thy 
presence go with me. Thou hast never 
disappointed a soul that has fled to thee 
lor retuge ; thy oath is engaged. I rely 
on thy promise, anc | shall not be disap- 
pointed. | have committed myself to 
thee, | now commit myself, dear Saviour, 
to thee, and thou will be with me.” 
This he said in a calm, solemn voice, 
with a countenance indicating supplica- 
tion, mingled with faith, hope, and love. 
Soon atter this, without a struggle or a 
groan, he fell asleep. So gentle was his 
dismission, so tranquil was his passage, 
ihat it was only observed by his atten- 
dants, that he ceased to breathe. —* Bles- 
sed are the dead who die in the Lord.” 
+o 
For the Christian Secretary. 


low weak aud short sighted is man! | 
How defective is his best judgment of 
things. How unlike are his ways, and 
thoughts, to those of the Almighty Gover- 
nor of the Universe. Man judgeth from 
the outward appearance ef things. But 
God searcheth the heart, and motives — 
We may put on a false appearance, and 
thereby deceive man ; but there is noth- 
ing we can hide from the all-seeing eye | 
of Jehovah Our characters may appear | 
fair in the eyes of men, but how do they | 
appear in the eyes of God? How impor- 
tant is it then that we form such charac- 
ters, and live such lives as will be appro- 
ved of by God, independent of either the 
applause, or the reproach of men ? 

A fair reputation is one of the most 
laudable objects of human ambition ; yet 
even this really valuable blessing is some- 
times converted into a snare, by inducing 
a treacherous security a3 svon as it is ob- 
tained. A fatal indolence is apt to creep 
in upon the soul, when it has once ac- 
quired the good opinion of mankind ; as if 
the acquisition of that good opinion, was 
the ultimate end of its endeavours. Pur- 
suit is at an end whea the object is in pos- 
session ; for he is not likely to “ press 
forward,” who thinks he has already 
‘‘ attained.” ‘The love of worldly repu- 
tation, and the desire of God’s favour, 
have this specific difference, that in the 
latter, the possession always augments the 
desire ; and the spiritual mind accounts 
nothing done, while any thing remains un- 
done. But after all, a fair fame, and the 
support of nambers, is obviously a deceit- 
ful dependence ; for as every individual 
wust die for himself, and answer for him- 
self, both these imaginary resources will 
fail, just at the moment when they could 
have been of any use. A good reputa- 
tion, even without internal piety, would 
be worth obtaining, if the tribunal of 
heaven were fashioned after the manner 
of human courts of judicature. If at the 
general judgment, we were to be tried by 
a jury of our fellow mortals, it would be 
but common prudence to secure their fa- 
vour atany price. But it can stand us in 
little stead in the great day of decision, as 
it is the consummation of infinite good- 
ness, not tv abandon us to the mercy of 
each other’s sentence ; but to reserve us to 
his final judgment, who knows every mo- 


may epend a long life of usefulness in the 
worlds—farewell.” I said to him, my 


tive of our action ; who will make strict 
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inquiition into sincerity of heart, and up- 
rightaess of intention—in whose eyes an 
humlle prayer, or a powerless wish, 
will eutweigh the most splendid profes- 
sion, or the most dazzling action. 

We have repeated scripture example, 
that there are those who sustain a good 
; Character in the eyes of short sighted 
| mortals, while their characters appear ve- 


now, as you spoke, spiritual pride arose iry different in the . penetrating eyes of 


|God. The rich man, who built his barns 
‘and store houses, and only proposed to 
/himself the full enjoyment of fortane, 
| which perhaps he had fairly obtained, 
| night have been, for all that appears to 
the contrary, a verygood sort of a man; 
iat least ifwe may judge of him by multi- 
_tades who live precisety for the same 
| purposes, and yet enjoy a good degree of 
credit, and are rather (‘ie objects of ad- 
| miration, than of censure. But the most 
| alurening instance is that of the splendid, 
and not illiberal Fpicure, who was cloth. 
(ed in purple and fine linen, and fared 


well, could hardly incur the bitter penal- 
ty of eternal punishment. That his ex- 
pences were suited to his station, and bis 
splendour proportioned to his opulence, 
does not exhibit any objection to his char- 
acter. Nor does he appear to have refu- 
sed the crambs which Lazarus solicited ; 
on the contrary, it is probable that the 
reputation of his bounty drew the needy 
petitioner to his gate. Here is magnifi- 
cence which is uncensurable, and here is 
bounty which is meritorious. And yet 
this man, on an authority which we are 
not permitted to question, is represerted 
in a future state. as ‘lifting up his eyes, 
beingintorment.” His punishment seems 


for him to remove ber until he had paid 
for her: he had also two small children. 
I sent him up to ascertain what her pa- 
rents demand for his wife and children— 
he returned in a few weeks and informed 
me that they asked thirty Bars, (equal to 
$22, 50) which I gave him, and he went 
vp and paid for them, but would not re 
move them at that time on account of the|** What are the peculiar benefits of . 
rains which had then setin | had just) cret prayer?” © What Sof &e, 
concluded, before I received the following | your apprehension by the 
jcommunication, that it might not be the; Holy Spirit 2?” Such inter: 
will of God, that he should remove from | ally elicited Some 
Cape Mount. My with was to remove | sure to urge to deeper thought, in the, 
him from the persecuting storm of the | ty questioned. Hence Med belie ne pis 
natives among whom he lived, but it is of- | many were awakened to more let 
ten the pleasure of oar Heavenly Father, | prayer, than ides badd ecneanedd ort, an 
that his children should be persecuted | ed, and the svod tah des —- obser, 
lhe following is a note which | received | ip their respective a i cae P 
from him last week : Star, Go — Coles 
‘Bic Town, Monday. 
** Sir, | take this opportunity of writing | 
to you, to tell you, what the Lord is doing 
forus. I want to come and see you, there 
is another young man that wants to be| * We are experiencing at this 
haptized, and if you are willing [ will fetch | most wondertul gare: oe epg 
him to the Cape as soon as my ivory | us. 
comes—if you please send ine a little to- | do L expect to seo the ike acc, 
bacco. Your brother.in the Lord. | Lord is ‘aime ebay moss The 
, &  Joun Barvist.” we are glad. here 1° wae x wintt a 
Phe aboge 4s atpae copy. Thisinfor-/ week, but there is a prayer ee 
mation was confirmed by a brother be-| sone one of the neighbour's tan 


| and prayer. In addition to this, 
rious questions Were proposed to 
uals, who were expected to answer yw: 

out reserve, and to furnish a brief outin” 
of their more recent experience, Th 
questions proposed were, for exam le 
like the following. ** What reason ee 
you, to believe yourself a Christian : 


indivi, 


Is designed it 
Withess of 1 
. ue 
‘ogatories Usy. 
reply which was 4! 
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Extract of a letter received in this C:, 
from Rev. John Engles, dated § 


Y ur, 
County, Va, ugust 30th 1827, 3 


time a 
at revival of Religion amon» 
Sicha time [ never saw betore, nor 


change has not taken place more than six 


longing to our church, who arrived here 
7 7 So ' , a Pan + when the people assemble together, the 
ast night direct from Big Town. € | children of God are so built up, : 1 
reached there before he heard any of the} penitent souls so ren eae poor 
circumstances, and to his astonishment | they seldom fail to last al\ ni b . i, that 
was saluted by this young man, whose con- engaged not only every reo b wy 
duct and conversation satisfied his mind | wost every night in the week —() — 
that he was experimentally acquainted | could be my meat and my drink always “ 
with the Lord Jesus Christ ; and itis still; dwell amid such happy sceves ye 
more strange to tell, that though this! not educated amid the loud acclammations 
of joy and shrieks of grief in relig 
weeks, since that time he has learned to assemblies, and always a ae a 
. ey) = )- 


to have been the consequence of an irre- 
ligious, or worldly spirit—a heart cor- | 
rupted by the softness and delights of life. 
It was not becanse he was rich, but be- 
cause he trusted in riches. It was not 
that he was uncharitable, but that his 
charity wanted the principle which alone 
could sanctity it. His views terminated 


imach. 


here ; this world’s goods, and this world’s 
applause, were the motives and end of | 
hisaction. He forgot God; he was des- 
titute of piety ; and the absence of these 
great and first principles of hnman action, | 
rendered his shining deeds, . however | 
they might be admired among men, of no 
value in the sight of God. Even Ananias 
and Saphira were, | doubt not, well es- 
teemed in society ; for it was enough to 
establish a very considerable reputation, 
to sell even a part of their possessions for 
religious purposes: But what an alarm 
does it sound to hypocrisy, that, instead 
of being rewarded for what they brought, 
they were punished for what they kept 
back ! 

And it is to be feared, that this deceit- 
ful pair are not the only ones upon whom 
a good action, without a pure intention, 
has drawn a righteous retribution. For 
though outward actions are the surest, 
and to human eyes the only evidence of 
sincerity, yet Christianity is a religion of 
motives and principles, the gospel is con- 
linually referring to the heart, as the 
source of good ; it is tothe poor in spirit, to 
the pure tn heart, that the divine blessing 
is annexed. A man may correct many 
improper practices, and refrain from ma- 
ny immoral actions, from merely human 
motives; but though this partial amend- 
meat is not without its uses, yet this is on- 
ly attacking symptoms, and neglecting the 
mortal dizease. But to subdue a woridly 
spirit, to controul irregular desires, aud 
to have a clean heart, is to extinguish the 
soul and spirit, and cause of sin. Totally 
to accomplish this, is, perhaps, beyond the 
narrow limits of human perfection; but 
to attempt it, (with an humble reliance 
superior aid,) is so far from being an ex- 
travagant or romantic flight of virtue, that 
it is but the common duty of every ordi- 
nary Christian. And this perfection is 
not the less real, because it is at a point 
which seems constantly to recede from 
our approaches. Our highest attain- 
ments, instead of bringing us “tothe 
mark,” only teach us to remove the 
mark to a greater distance, by giving us 
more humbling views of ourselves, and 
more exalted conceptions of the state 
which we are labouring after. Though 
the progress towards perfection may be 
perpetual in this world, the actual attain- 
ment is reserved for a better; and this 
restless desire of a happiness which we 
cannot reach, and this lively idea of a 
perfection which we cannot attain, are 
among the many arguments for a future 
state, which seem to come little short of 
absolute demonstration. 


JUSTITIA. 
eetneinc-coaumeenl 


LIGHT DAWNING IN AFRICA. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Lott Cary, 
coloured Missionary at Liberia, dated 

Monrovia, June, 1827. 


From the signs of the times, I should, 
and | think you would infer, that the great 
author of salvation is about to carry ona 
great work among the heathen on this part 
of the coast of Africa. The native man 
John, whom | baptized some time since, 
(which I informed you of) 1 have been 
making efforts to get to remove down to 
Monrovia for about 18 months. He in- 
formed me some time in the year past, 


'now’’—and I asked him who learned 


from reading, that one is lawful for him 
and no more ; he therefore has determin- 
ed to put away one. 
twenty-four or twenty-five years old. Bro 
ther Nelson (the brother just returned 


from house to house, thro’ the neighbour- 
hood, reading and praying, and exhorting 


shall then be able to write you more fully 
on the subject. 


is not enly a ripe field for missionary la- 
bours, but will, | think, be ripe for the 
planting of a church before long. 


meeting, | baptized one young man, and 
after preaching in the afternoon, we had 
the happiness to break bread together in 
the house of the Lord.—Family Visitor. 


seconded by their consent, to have fre- 
quent meetings io different sections, for 
the purpose of conversation and mutual 
interrogation. 
erally confined to members of the church, 
and were conducted by some person pre- 


that he had never paid for his wife, and 
therefore her parents would not consent 


siding for the time, with the customary 
duties of reading the Scriptures, singing 


read the New Testament middling intelli- sed to it ;—looking upon it as ostentation 
gibly, which he appeared to glory in very | or an indulgence given to the passsion 
One of brother John Baptist’s particularly that of sympathy P but " 
boys was down on last Saturday, a _S stoutest heart could not enter cadet iat i 
age, ond L eepeired petGowtarty ir this (cee, Tenn i neee eaiine 
se, | *. > - mph 4 pcnaty on Lord’s day without shedding 
‘get man y yBe~ceve ware a Pm: | tears. In a respectable and fashionable 
re told me that ‘* George does find God | audience of several hundred people it is 
very common all over the congregation to 
hear the pitiful groan, the heavy sigh, and 
in the most pathetic manner the souud of 
these words, ‘ O Lord have mercy on we 
a sinner.” 
_ Indeed [have been somewhat alarmed 
in seeing some personsso much affected, 
fearing lest some of them would go into 
fits of despair. On the 3d Sunday in this 
month | preached to a large congregation 
from first Peter, 1st Chapter, 8th verse,— 
When | came to discourse oi joy uo 
speakable and full of glory, I never be- 
fore experienced any thing like it in my- 
self, nor in a congregation. It was joy 
unutierable, and the soul looked forward 
to the day when in the kingdom of God it 
should be full of glory. 1 ceased, when 
cries for mercy took my place. About 
one month ago sixty-two persons were 
vaptized in twenty-seven minutes, and 
next Sabbath we expect that a much 
greater number will join the church. | 
have baptizing to do every Sabbath. Let 
all my friends see this letter. 1 wish you 
were all with us; I know you would love 
to dwell in the teuts of Jacob. You 
would be disappointed in Virginia, and 
would be ready to exclaim, ‘* surely the 
Lord is in this place, and 1 knew it not.” 
Columbian Star. 


George how to find God, and he said that 
‘John learo’d him ;” Lasked him why he | 
did not get John to learn him? He said! 
he had no book; I therefore gave him a 
hook. Lam also informed that his con: | 
version has produced a general serious 
ness among the inhabitants of Big ‘Town, 
which I suppose to be a population of at 
least six hundred. — So altogether you will 
perceive that our baptized heathen broth- 
er, through the grace of God, has euter- 
ed on a work which will result, | trust, in 
the reforaation and salvation of a number 
of that tribe. The young man George, 
previous to this, had fallen into the error 
of a plurality of wives; but he has found 


He is, | suppose, 
from Big Town) informs me that he goes 


the people tu repent and turn to God, and 
have faith in Jesus Christ; he will, how- 
ever, I expect, be down ina few days, I 


Grand Cape Mount, you will perceive, 


THE BAPTIST TRACT MAGAZINE. 
To our Patrons and the Public. 

The prospectus of this work was issu- 
ed io January last, and the publication of 
it began in July. It was thought needful 
as a medium of communication relative 
to the plans and operations of the Baptist 
General Tract Society, and that it might 


June 11th, 1827. 
On yesterday week, being our mouthly 


- be useful to the cause of Christ general: 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN PHILA- . , 
DELPHILA. ly, by the publication of such matter as 


is usually found in religious periodicals. 
A number of subscribers were obtained, 
but not enough to support the work : but 
still (he need of it was felt, and a desire 
for its experience expressed. The board 
of Directors did not think proper to have 
it printed under these circumstances, lest 
the funds of the Society should be divert- 
ed from their proper use, i. e. the priot- 
ing of Tracts. An individual, (the agent) 
assumed the responsibility under condi: 
tions which the Board accepted. ‘The 
expenses are borne by him and the 
risque incurred, but the profits, / any, 
after paying the cost and charges, are 
pledged to the society, to aid in its wor 
On mature deliberation it has bee 
thought that the objects of the work 
would be the more likely to be gained, 
‘except profit, by a reduction of the pric? 
to a rate that will make it cheaper 19 pr 
portion, than any publication of the kind : 
and thus invite, and it is hoped, insure a 
large circulation. This has been deter- 
mined, and the subscribers may be as*0!" 
ed that the conditions which follow ™ 
be fulfilled. 

X number, of twenty-four pages. he 
a plain cover, will be published by" ' 
tenth of each month, The year ber 
with the July copy. The price 18 Ly 
cents a year, payable in advance. 
twelve numbers with an index, will i 
a volume of 300 pages. Any pr. 
obtaining and remitting the pay of sik i : 
scribers, will receive a Copy dango 
six pay through him. Whoever © hal 
ten subscribers and remits their pay, ® a 
have two copies gratis. All postage 


Whilst we have had the happiness of 
recording the progress of true religion in 
many other places, we have taken no no- 
tice of the state of things athome. We 
therefore defer no longer a concise re- 
lation of some events among ourselves. 
The first administration of baptism in the 
First Baptist Church in this City, under 
the present Pastor, took place in June, 
1826. Since that time, fifty-eight have 
been added by baptism to this church, 
and twenty-three by letter, making a to- 
tal increase of eighty-one, in the space 
of sowewhat more than twelve months. 
Of those admitted by baptism, many are 
young persons of both sexes, who have 
furnished the most decided manifestations 
of pious zeal The highest number 
baptized at one time, was fifteen. The 
instances of conversion, which it is our 
happiness now to record, have been ef- 
fected, under God, by the ordinary min- 
istrations of the word, coupled with the 
prayers and diligence of the members of 
the church. One measure, however, 
has been added to the usual means of in- 
struction, and that too, with an effect so 
evidently happy, that we must name it, 
for the encouragement of others. Da- 
ring the past winter a proposition was 
submitted to the Church, and cordially 
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jetters relative to the Magazine, must be 
post paid. The small price of the work 
obliges us to make this condition explicit. 
All those disposed to aid the design, are 
requested to act as agents aud report the 
games and residence with the pay of the 
subscribers they may obtain, to Noan 
Davis, Philadelphia. New sebscribers 
an have complete sets from No. 1.—} 
Those who have paid $1, will be furnish- | 
od with two copies from No. 3., and those | 
yho have sabscribed and not paid, are re- | 
yested to do so, and to signify whether) 
hey will take two copies for $1, or one 
for aU cents. 

The Magazine is now so cheap, that 
-carcely any one can decline taking it on 
,ccount of the price, and we hope none 
will think it too smalla thing to neglect 
tfor that reason. No less care will be 
ken than heretofore, to make it accept- 

It may be usefol especially to 
youth. Heads of families*are therefore 
solicited to become its patrons. A_pert- 
odical is thus furnished which will oot 
interfere with any one now existing ; and 
some (rom its pages may get information 
of the growing empire of our King, who 
may not have it in their power to procure 
‘a larger work. Our female friends who 
are generally ready to good works, are 
invited to take an interest in its circula- 
tion. They may be instrumental in this 
way, as by the distribation of Tracts io 
benefitting the souls of mankind. 

Our ministering brethren may do much 
for this Magazine, if they will give public | 
notice that it exists, and propose that | 
themselves or some other suitable per- 
son, will take the names and pay of sub- 
scribers, and forward them to the agent. | 
Our object is to do good by all the tustra- 
ments which the Lord has put into our} 
hands, and we call on all our brethren to) 
unite with us in the eflect. 


able. 


But 


‘‘ without Him we can do nothing.” 


with his favour upon our labours, things | 
cheap and apparently insignificant as) 


Tracts and Tract Magazines, may do 
much good to souls of both sairts and sip- 
ners. 


ject. 


STATE OF THE BAPTIST TRACT SO- 
CIETY. 
A report made to the Board of Directors, 


by the Committee of Ways and Means, Sept. | Resolves, and Notices, together with their 
6, shows that there have been received into | 


the Depository, from Jan. 3, including those | 


then on hand, 2,009,446, pages, leaving 901, 
640 for further distribution. 


May His | 


blessing be on all our endeavours, for | 


' Association of Baptist Churches, was beld at 
Editors of Baptist periodicals are re- ithe Baptist Meeting House in Russell, Hamp- 
quested to publish the above, or so much | den County, Sept. 5th and vth, 1827. 


of it as will inform the public on the sub- | 
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formed at home, the name was given at | hereby earnestly solicit a continuance of 
the same time, accompanied with various} your correspondence. 

solemnities, and the infant was then carri-; THOMAS BARRETT, Moderator. 
ed to the temples of the gods, andwas; DAVID WRIGHT, Clerk. 

held initiated. A feast was made, rela- — 

tions and friends were invited, the moth-| The Stonington Union Association of Bap- 


er received the compliments of the cem- | tist Churches, held their 10th Anniversary at | 
pany, and presents were made both to her | Stonington, Ct. on the 20th and 2Ist June, | 
and the child. A very small alteration of | )g07, 
the words of Persius, would render the Introductory Sermon by Br. Jonathan Mi- | 


eight lines, in which he describes the lus- abt. freds 1 Gob. 7. 


tration of an infant, a picture of a chrie) A. po. wot iictere: Wedérator: Sréther 


ning. Vari ] iven tothe ! 
tening. Various names were g | Levi Meech, Clerk. | 


day: but the most common was the lus- | 2 | 
trating day ” The following are among the resolves | 
f - 4 . . . . , . 7 y e@ } 
“At what time it was introduced into | 2¢Pted by this body : 


the Christian ritual. authors are not | Resolved, That we still recommend to the | 
. Churches, to unite with the Baptist Conven- 


agreed. Some ays Pope Alexander I. ‘tion; and also, that we patronize the ** Cliis- | 
who flourished in the beginning of the tian Secretary.” 
second century, introduced it. Others! Resolved, That we still recommend to the 


call it an apostolical tradition: but the Churches, to observe the evening fs first 

» eminian 3 Ai on f . | Monday in every month, as a season for pray- 
— gens yet 18, that it was wm - ler; particularly in bebalf of Missionaries and 
Cd in the 1G century, 28 8 Compicant | Missionary exertions-—that the Lord would 
accommodation to the prejudices of Pa- bless and succeed their labours with an abua- 
gans, and afterward continued by conni- daot harvest of souls. 


vance, till in the end the legislature was | _ Resolved, That we recommend to the 
obliged to humour the popular taste 'Churches, religiously to observe the fourth 
> , 


and | 
holy water was enacted by law, and the 


day of July. 
: Appointed to meet vext year with the 2d 
use of it regulated by canons and rituals ” | Baptist Church in North Stonington, oo 
nt LT an «We tuesday after the 3d Lord’s day in June, 


made this beautiful reply to a man whom she | 


‘at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. Appointed Br. George W. Appleton, to 


HARTFORD, SATURDAY, SEPT. 22, 1827. preach the introductory discourse. Br. N 
Cole bis substitute. 
Number of Ministers, }\0O—Churches, 15— 
Added last year, 86—whole number of mem- 
bers, 3263. 


Rev. Seth Ewer, general travelling agent of 
the Convention, is informed that his letter of 
the 15th inst. is received, and he is desired to 
inform us at what place we may address him. 
He is also desired to be at the Hartford Asso- 
ciation, which is to be holden at Colebrook on 
the first Wednesday in October next. 


NOTICE. 

The Adjourned Meeting of the Board of the 
Connecticut Baptist Education Society wt!l 
be holden at the house, of the Rev. Rufus 
Babcock, in Colebrook, on Tuesday, the 2d 
day of October next, at 1 o'clock, P. M. 


Subscribers and Agents, indebted for the 
SECRETARY, are requested to forward the 
sums due from them, to this office.—The pa- 


per maker and printer must be paid. 


NOTICE, 

The Thirty Eighth Anniversary of the 
Hartford Association of Baptist Churches, 
will be holden at Colebrook, on Wednesday, 
the third day of October next, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 


We learn that there is a blessed work of 
grace now progressing in the towns of Sheldon 
and Wales, Genessee county, N. Y. 


The sixteenth anniversary of the Westfield NOTICE. 

A new series of TRACTS are just receiv- 
ed at the Depository of the Baptist General 
Tract Society, and are now ready for dis- 
The Introductory Sermon was delivered by | tribution. 
Br. Isaac Child, from Ist Peter, 5—7. 

Br. Thos. Barrett was chosen Moderator, 
and Br. David Wright, Clerk. 


We copy from their Minutes the following 


J. W. Dimock, Agent. 


Hartford, Sept. 22. ian 
Oe ee) ee eo LL SO EES “ — - 


General Kutelligence. 


LORD COCHRANE. 
The Gazette de France contains the follow- 
ing account of Lord Cochrane’s navai opera- 
tions before Alexandria :-- 


Corresponding Letter. 
| Resolved, That we regard intemper- 
ance as the cause of much wretchedness 


A boy aged 13 was killed io Philadelphia by 
swinging on the tal of a cart loaded wit 
bricks, which brought the whole load down 
upon him. 


A man in Raleigh N. C. has killed hims elf 
in a fit of intoxication, and in Hillsborough of 
the same State, John Cheek has been killed 
by David Hobbs both beingdrunk. How ma- 
ny persons connected with these brutes must 
be miserable indeed from these events and all 
of them are to be ascribed to the love of 
rum! 

Mr. John Randolph, who when in England 
Inst. was asked his opinion of that country 
said: * FPorthe Tich itis a paradise, for the 


poor a bell. 


A married woman of the Shawnee Indiaas 


metin the woods, and who implored her to 
love and look upon him: * Oulamou, my 
husband,” said she, ** is ever before my eyes, 
and hinders me from seeing you.” 


Great Contribution.—At the annual meet- 

ing of the Hibernian Society in London, the | 
contribution amounted to $1747. The object 

of this is, to maintain schools in Ireland, and 

persons to read the scriptures inthe cottages 

and cabins of the poor of that country. 


An Irish Wake.—A labouring Irishman, 
named Neal O'Donnel, died near Cambridge, 
on the 6th inst. On the evening of the poor fel- | 
low’s death. a party of brethren assembled at | 
the house of William Welch, a like brother, 
and held, according to the custom of their 
coontry, a regular wake; the body of the de- 
ceased was encircled with candles, and on the 
stomach was placed a plate of salt, in which 
was placeda paper resembling a crucifix, 
with several others attached to different parts 
of the bedy. The evening was spent in drink- 
ing and smoking and at different times the 
question was put to the deceased.—* Why did 
you die and leave usin thiscountry ?? Twen- 
ty-(wo gallons of ale, and a suitable quantity 
of tobacco, enlivened the spirits of the sur- 
vivors, who parted pot ull night was at odds 
with morning.—Vorcesier Herald. 


Four thousand scholars are in a course o°| 
instruction at the Sandwich Islands. What 
an answer is this fact to the calumnies of 
those who detract from the credit of this mis- 
sion. 


Lieutenant De Roos.—Many of the news- 
papers are occupied with extracts from the 
travels of this officer in Worth America. He 
isaman of whom nobody ever appears to 
have heard a word until he returned to his 
own country wliocame amongst us and took 
notes ** to prent.” without associating with 
any persons capable of giving lim the requis- 
ite information on the subjects about which | 
be has wriiten, and who, it was hoped, nei- | 
ther deserved nor possessed the consideration 
of an intelligent manon either side of the 
Atlantic. We took no notice of him before 
the present time, simply because we thought 
he was one of the low literary quacks who 
write for (be purpose of magaoitying their owo 
importance, and who expect to evince their 
superiority by the abuse they heap upon those 
who despise them. Nor should we now have 
done so had it not been that we observe ina 
late London paper the following notice of him- 


alue hose received at 10 per cent. ew sak i. 
Value of those received at 19p | to individuals, families, and communities, 


off is $1852 53 . ' 
Do do . issued. 1041 60 |and as a great national sin and calamity ; 
Do do on hand, 810 93 |to prevent which, we recommend to the 
The receipts into the Treasury have =—_— | brethren in our connexion to discounte- 
a peer pee pee a $905 jnance the custom of presenting ardent 
Donations, : 330 15 | Spirits, as refreshment to visitors, or ordi- 


22 |narily to labourers. 
Resolved, That we ourselves will use 
[he appropriations made by the hele *") ardent 1 dear pens Maphiaagptes . 
Love bese to Agent cn eeovent of Resolved, That our next session be 
salary, 444 91 | holden with the Baptist Church of Whate. 
For various contingent expenses, 342 40) ly, Franklin Co. on the first Wednesday 
For stereotype plaies, paper, print- | of September, 1828, at 10 oJclock, A. M. 
ing, &c. ~ *"| Appointed brother David Pease to 
€2151 52 preach the Introductory Sermon. 
The amount of donations including The business of the Association being 
finished, the Moderator closed with an 


the part given by members and aux- 
iliaries. to aid the operations of the .|address aud prayer. After a short inter- 


For Tracts, 


1365 21 


General Society, is 1030 07 . 
Amount of expenses, including A- mission, brother Amasa Clark was set 
gent’s salary, 797 3) apart by Ordination to the work of the 


The donations exceed the expenses, ¢242 76,Gospel Ministry. Introductory prayer 

We have now 328 pages of stereotype |by brother Asahel Morse. Sermon by 
plates, 208 of which have been purcha- | brother T. Barrett, from Luke xiii. 25— 
sed and used since the operations com- | 33. Ordaining prayer, with imposition 
menced in this city. ‘Ivhe result of this|of hands, by brother T Rand. Charge 
examination into our progress must please | by brother J. Grant. Right Hand of Fel- 
our brethren abroad as it has us, and fur- | lowship by brother D. Wright. Con- 
nishes good encouragement to go forward. cluding prayer by brother A. Lef@mr. 
May God greatly increase the means and} There are of Baptists in Massachusetts, 
usefulness of this society. in full fellowship with each other, 9 As- 
sociations, containing 139 Churches, and 
12,087 members ; besides 14 unassocia- 
ted Charches, containing probably L000 
members. These make an aggregate of 
153 Churches, and 13,087 members, hav 
ing but 119 Ordained Ministers, and leav- 
ing 55 Churches destitute of Pastors. 


CORRESPONDING LETTER. 
To Sister Associations. 
Dear Brethren, 

Through the Divine mercy, we have 
been favoured with another annual meet- 
ing of this Association, which has afforded 
us’ interesting intelligence from our 
Churches by the Messengers, and from 
sister Associations by Messengers and 
Minutes. Two only of the Churches 
composing this body, have experienced 
special revivals the year past. Some 
which have been in affliction, are emerg- 
ing from their trials; an+\ union and peace 
cient than Judaism : and the origin of it is} now generally prevail amongst us. Three 
hid in the most remote depths of antiqui-| Churches have been dismissed, to torm 
ty. the Berkshire Association. Our Associ- 

Tertalhan, in the second or third cen- | ation now contains 18 Churches, and 13 
tury, affirmed that the ancient Pagans ini-| Ordained Ministers ; 86 have been added 
tiated persons into the mysteries of Isis! by baptism ; 23 have been excluded ; 13 
and Mithra by a mock baptism, which Sa-| have died ; and our whole number of 
tan inspired them to administer, in order | communicants is 1432. 
to render ineffectual that baptism, wiich| The cause of Missions and Sabbath 
he foresaw Jesus would institute.” Schools appears to be advancing. Some 

** In Greece infants were lustrated on | have Sabbath school and Church Libra- 
the fifth day after their birth, and receiv-|ries, Our session has been pleasant and 
ed their names on the seventh. The Ro- refreshing. 


hans performed the ceremony on female Always delighted to hear of the state of 


children on the eighth day, aod on males | Zion, we make welcome your Messen- 
onthe ninth. The ltustration was per- 


INFANT SPRINKLINS. 

We promised sometime since, to give some ev- 
idences of the very great antiquily of infant Lus- 
tration, or Sprinkling, sometimes called Bap- 
tism. We regret tbat we have not room to 
give all the evidence in the case, relative to 
thisceremony, which lies before us; but we 
are satisfied that “Infant Sprinkling.” as a 
religious rite, is far more ancient than the 
Gospel Church. And we would refer our 
readers to “* Robinson’s Histor) of Baptism,” 
for more ample testimony respecting it. We 
bave only room for the following extract from 
the above work, p. 369. 

ON ASPERSION., 

“It was said sometime ago, that infant 
sprinkling was more ancient than the in- 
stitution of baptism itself, and it may be 
added with equal trath, that it is more an- 


Alexandria, June |0th.--In the aornannst 
the 16th Admiral Cochrane, with 23 vessels, : , 
appeared before Alexandria. A Turkish brig| ‘‘ The Hon. Lieutenant De Roos, since the 
which was cruising before the port, attempted publication of his very interesting Travels in 
to enter precipitately, but ran aground. A |Vorth America, has received the bonour of 
fire-ship which was sent against it having fail- | being appointed his Royal Highness the Lord 
ed, it was soon burnt by a second fire-ship. High Admiral’s flag Lieutenant. This dis- 
On the 17th, in the morning the Pacha put to | tinction Is no doubt owing to the masterly ac 
sea with 13 ships, determined to bring on ade- | countof the present state of the American 
cisive action, but the Greeks were out of sight. | navy, Which is so prominent a feature of the 


self and his book :—WV. Y. Stulesmen. 


4uY 


examination it was resolved unanimously, 
to grant their request. Elder Asa Tal- 
mage, in behalf of the council, gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowship to them, ad- 
mitting them to our Fellowship as a sep- 
arate church, tobe known and designa- 
ted by the name of the Baptist Church 
of Christ in Sharon, Ct. Said Church 
at present, has 27 members. After the 
Church was duly constituted, Br. Higby 
prayed, and the council adjourned until 
2 o’clock P. M. to the Episcopal Church, 
where an appropriate sermon was deliv- 


ered by Br. Wilson, from Matt. 16, 18. 


middling classes ,;a purgatory, ani for the, , 


rhe season was truly refreshing: the 


Church have the pleasing prospect of 
soon having a House of Worship erected, 
and they really appear like a band of 
soldiers under Jesus, bound for Zion, and 


we pray that the great Head of the 


Charch may ever be asa wall of fire 
around them, and a glory in their midst. 


Baptist Church Constituted at Lechmere- 
Point, (Cambridge). 

On the evening of the 7th instant, a 
Council, composed of Delegates from the 
four Baptist Churches in Boston, and the 
Baptist Churches in Charlestown, and at 
Cambridgeport assembled at Lechmere 
Point, to consult on the expediency of 
forming a Church at that place. After 
examining the proceedings of the _breth- 
ren and sisters who had associated for the 
parpose, the Council voted unanimously 
to recognize them as the Second Baptist 
Church in Cambridge, The Chairman 
of the Council, the Rev. Mr. Sharp, 
then presented to the Church, the right 
hand of fellowship, accompanied by an 
affectionate address. The number of 
persons, who have thus associated, is 20, 
nearly all of whom had been members of 
Baptist Churches in this vicinity. Seve- 
ral others are ready to join them, and 
there is an encouraging prospect, that this 
little one will become a thousand, and that 
a flourishing society will be formed. A 
neat and commodious Meeting-House will 
be finished in a few weeks. The Church, 
we understand, have given a unanimous 
invitation, to Mr. J. E. Weston, to be- 
come their Pastor. 

Lechmere Point adjoins Boston, and 
has already a thriving and increasing pop- 
ulation. It is a cause of gratitude to God, 
that he has thus early established a Bap- 
tit Church there, and made provision for 
the faithful preaching of the doctrines of 
the Gospel, and the due administration of 
its ordinances.—Jb. 

—~—— 


IRMARRIED. 

In this city, Mr. Ebenezer Pinney, to Miss 
Mary Ann Lee; Mr. Thomas Wright, to 
Miss Maria Chapman. 

At Colchester, Mr. Charles Augustus 
Chase, of East Haddam, to Miss Laura Wil- 
liams. 


«OBITUARY. 
In this City, Miss Mary Cotton, aged 25. 
At the Retreat, near this City, Mr. Daniel 
Corning, aged 60. 
lo this town, Mr. Jared Wells, aged about 
63. Patience Stewart, aged 23. 


The Pacha, who did vot go more than a league | Hon. gentleiman’s book !” 
or two returned into port ; aod soon after the ee | 
Greeks again appeared at some distance.; Cobbett.—An English writer thus speaks of | 
Several of the Pacha’s frigates and corvettes | Cobhett :—* The fiercest and basest libelier 
which could not yet sail out on the 17th, had ' of the age, the apostate politician, the fraud- 


At East Hartford, Widow Hannah Smith, 
aged 78. 
te hy Ra 1 OTR EG ED. OP I TTL PT EE TCT, 


‘rey 


got ready to sail on the 18th in the morning. |‘ ulent debtor, the uograteful friend, whom 
Twenty-three ships left the port to approaci: England has twice spued out to America, 


Murder —A seamen named John Thomas, 
or John Pinckney, after having been subject- 
ed toa slight confinement during intoxication, 
on board the brig Eugene, bound from Balti- 
more to South America, stabbed the first mate 
and was only prevented from killing the cap- 
tain,by the timely interference of the second 
mate. This took place off North Point near 
Baltimore. The mate died in a few hours, 
and the murderer was brought ashore and com- 
mited to jail. 


Mr. For and Mr. Canning.--Some curi- 
ous coincidences mark the latter days of Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Canning. 

About the middie of June 1806--a few 
months after having formed an Administration, 
of which he was the head—Mr. Fox made 
his last appearance in Parliament. {In August 
he with difficulty removed to the villa of the 
Duke of Devonshire, at Chiswick, where, af- 
ter undergoing sundry operations, he soon af- 
terwards breathed his last aged 57 years and 
some months. He was buried inp a vault in 
Westminster Abbey, near the remains of bis 
great rival——Pitt. 

At the latter end of June 1827—also a few 
months after having been appointed the tead 
of the Administration—Mr. Canning made bis 
last appearance im Parliament. Illness as- 
suming a still more serious aspect—(he had 
not been well since the Duke of York’s fune- 
ral, and his agitations were increased on be- 
coming Premier)—Mr. Canning was invited 
by the Duke of Devonshire to reside at the 
fine villa, Chiswick, in the hope that change 
of air might renovate bis health. He also 
there underwent several operatious ; but soon 
afterwards breathed bis last—about Mr. Fox’s 
age, dying, it is mentioned, in the sarne room 
in which Mr. Fox expired. It is said that 
Mr. Ceanoing will be buried near the vaults 
of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox—pamely, in the 


The Pacha has returned : his fleet has orders | has twice vomited back upon England.” This | 
to pursue the enemy as far as Rhodes, | comes from Cobbett’s own side in politics, 
‘from which it may be inferred that all parties 
On Saturday last, Mr. Cercheval arrived | 84y to him, ** hands off.” 
at Wasinngton with a Treaty lately negotia-| Judicoal Brevity.—At the last sessions in 
ted by Mr. Appleton, at Sweden, aed with Leicester Borough, Englond, the address of 
despatches from Mr. Gallatin. [i will be the recorder is given in the papers, literally 
recollected that our treaty with Sweden and as foilows :—*‘* Gentlemen of the grand jury 
Norway had expired. The new Treaty re-' —Ip looking over the calendar, I do not find 
vives and continues former Treaties, and, we any thing that calls for any observation from 
are tnformed, says the National Journal,em | me; therefore you may go about your work 
braces the important principle of navigaiion as svon as you can.”—N. Y. Statesmen. 
which was first adopted by tke present Ad- | = 
ministration inthe Treaty with Guatemala. | ORDINATION 
It alsoincludes a provision ‘that the trade of | , ' as 
the Swedish colonies of St Barthomews| 00 W ednesday last, 29th inst. Mr 
shall be open to the trade of the United States | Moses Curtis was ordained to the pastoral 
in all respects, as itis to the navigation of care of the Baptist Church in Canton. 
Sweden and Norway. The Introductory Prayer was offered by 
the Rev. Warren Bird, of Foxborough ; 
an able and interesting Sermon, founded 
on 2 Cor. v. 14. for the love of Christ 
constraineth us ; was delivered by Rev. 
James D. Knowles, of Boston; the Or- 
daining Prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Elisha Williams, of Boston ; a very sol- 
emn and appropriate Charge to the Pastor 
was delivered by the Rev. Stephen Gano, 
of Providence, and the Fellowship of the 
Churches was affectionately tendered by 
the Rev. Oren Tracy, of Randolph ; an 
affectionate address to the Church and 
Society was delivered by the Rev. Benj. 
Putnam, of North Randolph ; Conclu 
ding Prayer by Rev. Joel Briggs, of 
Raudolph ; Hymn and Benediction by 
the Pastor. The singing was petiormed 
in a style which gave pleasure to the au- 
dience. The cay was pleasant, and a de- 
vout and solemn attention was manifested 
by the assembly throughout the whole of 
the service. —Ch. Watchman. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
NEW CHURCH CONSTITUTED. 


A council was called to meet at Sharon 
on the 12th inst. for the purpose of con- 
stituting a Baptist Charch in that town 
The council was formed, consisting of 
ministers und brethren from a number of 
churches. Elder Caleb P. Wilson, of 


tor ; Elder George Benedict, Clerk ; the 
candidates presented letters from their 


the Greek squadron, which bas disappeared. | whom America, though far from squeamish, | 


A 4 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 

WILL receive proposals for Insurance a- 
gainst los or damage by FIRE, every day 10 
the week, (except Sundey,) at their office in 
Morgan’s Exchange Coflee-House, State St. 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 

li DANIEL ST. JOHN, Esquire of said 
Hartford,is appointed Surveyor. His acts in 
that capacity will be recognized as the actsof 
the Company. 

TILOMAS K. BRACE, President.25 

Isaac Perkins, Secvelary. 


“JOSEPH W. DIMOCKE, 


Merchant Tailor, 


vars just received a fresh supply of cloths, 
: ol various colours, and new style of {in- 
es which will be sold at a small advance for 
cash. 

N. B. For rent, a chamber suitable fur 
ap oftice. 

Hartford, Ang. 18, 1827. 


NOTICE, 

T s Court of Probate holden at Suffield, 
within and for the District of Suffield, 
on the 3d day of Sept. A. D. 1827. Present, 
Oliver Pease, Esq. Judge. Upon tbe petition 
ot Asahel Morse, and Joseph Hasting, both 
of Suffield, in the county of Hartford, s ewing 
to this Court, that said Morse is Guardian of. 
Nancy Granger, and said Hasting is Guar- 
dian of William Granger, Phebe Granger. 
Abraham Granger, and Hannah Granger, all 
of Suffield, within said district, minors. That 
said minors are the owners of real estate, situ- 
ated in said Suffield, as tenants in common, 
viz. The homestead, or farm where their fath- 
er, William Granger, deceased, lately resi- 
ded, containing about sixty acres, with the 
buildings boun ing North and West on high- 
ways, South on Warner’s land, and Joseph 
and Wiliam Hasting, and East on Joseph and 
Jonathan Fuller, and Horace Kendall.—aAlso, 
a wood lot containing about forty-five acres, 
bounding North on James Austin, and Joseph, 
and Joho Fuller, South and East on Stephen 
Remington, and others, and West on Abigal 
Adams, and Mrs. Remington, valued at about 
four thousand dollars.——-That if said property 


12w 30 


could be sold without a distribution, and the 


avails put on interest, with sufficient security, 
according to law, it would be better for said 
minors than otherwise: Praying for liberty 


to sell said property for the purpose afore- 
said, as per petition on file. 


It is ordered by this Court, That said Guar- 


dians give notice of said application, by caus- 
ing the same to be publish 

news-papers 
Amenia, N. Y. was appointed Modera- . “y 
bate Office in said district, on the fifth day of 
November next, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 


ed in one of the 
inted in Hartford, in the coun- 
artford, three weeks successively ; and 
t said petition will be heard at the Pro- 


Certified from Record 


aisle of Westminster Abbey, formed by the| respective churches, praying to be con- 


gers and Minutes; and theretore we 


great western door. stituted into a separate body ; after a due 


OLIVER PEASE, Judge. : 
Sept. 8, 1827. wi2 


set See 
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